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‘Dynamic’ Fr Rowe reaches 20 years
By Matthew Biddle 

PERTH’S Father Michael Rowe 
celebrated his 20th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood on 
May 21 with a special Mass with 
clergy and lay friends at St Anne’s 
Church in Belmont.

The chaplain to the Latin Mass 
Community told The Record it was 
a busy day, but one he will treasure 
fondly. “It went well, there were lots 
of good people, in fact there were 
two ladies who came just for the 
day from Sydney,” he said.

Making the occasion even more 
memorable was the presence of 
clergy who were involved in Fr 
Rowe’s ordination on May 21, 1994.

Archbishop Emeritus Barry 
Hickey, who ordained Fr Rowe, 
was present at the Mass, as were 
Fr Terence Mary Naughtin OFM 
(Conv) and Fr Steve Casey.

At the 1994 ordination, Fr 
Terence vested Fr Rowe and Fr 
Steve – who is now the parish priest 
of Karratha – was ordained a dea-
con for Perth.

Fr Terence, who has known Fr 
Rowe for 27 years and travelled 
from NSW to assist at the anniver-
sary Mass, said he greatly admired 
his friend.

“I’d say Fr Rowe is the most 
dynamic pastoral priest I know, 
he’s forever organising pilgrimages, 
retreats or events for people to get 
together and grow in the faith,” he 
said.

Organising pilgrimages, cate-
chism camps and retreats has been 
a characteristic of Fr Rowe’s priestly 
ministry, although it has also meant 
he has little free time, if any.

“When I was first ordained I 
remember having free time and 
going for a bike ride... that just 
doesn’t happen now, there’s no free 
time,” Fr Rowe said.

“But I think when you organ-
ise things like retreats or missions 
or a pilgrimage, there’s a sense of 
achievement and reward in doing 
that.”

A former footballer who has 
been a Fremantle Dockers member 
since the club’s first season in 1995, 
Fr Rowe also enjoys the physical 
aspect of pilgrimages.

“I like walking the pilgrimages, 
and doing something for God in a 
constructive way,” he said.

“It’s a demonstration of your 
Catholic faith, and by getting 
together it’s encouraging people 
in the faith by putting faith into 
action.”

Over the years, Fr Rowe said he’s 
also learnt the importance of taking 
care of his health, even in the midst 
of a busy lifestyle.

“I try to stay healthy, because it’s 
very hard to be pastorally effective 
if you’re sick,” he said. “But you have 
to schedule exercise and prayer in... 
you need to be organised and dis-
ciplined.”

Over the years Fr Rowe has 
been involved with numerous 
Perth parishes, including Whitford, 
Greenwood, Northam, Bayswater, 
Dianella, St John’s Pro-Cathedral 

and Belmont. He has also spent time 
serving as the chaplain at Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital in Nedlands.

While he admitted there have 
been challenges along the way, Fr 
Rowe said there have been count-
less “highlights” of his priesthood. 

“To go to a solemn profession 
of a monk, that’s always a high-
light, especially if you know him, 
so things like that... where you’ve 
had some part in getting that per-
son there, that’s rewarding,” he said.

Fr Rowe said knowing that he 
is fulfilling his vocation in life and 

doing his part in the work of saving 
souls is the most satisfying part of 
being a priest. 

“If you are a builder or an archi-
tect, you get the satisfaction of put-
ting up the building, but it doesn’t last 
forever. One day all your buildings 
will be demolished or fall down,” he 
said. “But as a priest, you’re impact-
ing lives, and that lasts forever.”

Twenty years ago, Fr Rowe chose 
a very specific Bible verse for the 
motto on the back of his ordination 
card, and it remains relevant to him 
today.

“I put Psalm 113:9 which is ‘Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to 
thy name give the glory’, ” he said.

“I was quite specific about it 
because it’s not about me, every-
thing has to be focused on God, 
not the priest. The priest, in the 
person of Christ, is just the unwor-
thy instrument of God’s mercy... the 
mediator between God and man.”

Perth’s Latin Mass Community is 
based at St Anne’s Church, 11 Hehir 
Street, Belmont. Mass is celebrated at 
7.30am, 9.30am and 11.30am every 
Sunday.

Archbishop Emeritus Barry Hickey 
joined parishioners in celebrating Fr 
Michael Rowe’s 20th anniversary of 
ordination.  PHOTOS: NIGEL CORNELIUS


